\ 



a processor for arranging the plurality of postal data 
elements in an order where the second postal data element 
preceded the first postal data element; 



an output fipr providing a representation representing the 
plurality oV postal data elements in the arranged order. 



7. (Twi\e Amended) Apparatus for processing a plurality of 
postal dat^elements, the apparatus comprising: 

a processorX for arranging the plurality of postal data 
elements in\an order such that each postal data element 
preceding a second postal data element is independent of 
the second postal data element; 

an output for providing a representation representing the 
plurality of postaAdata elements in the arranged order. 



13. (Twice Amended) \Apparatus for conducting a postage franking 
transaction to generaD^ a representation representing data, the 
apparatus comprising : 

a processor for identif^Xing a first subset of the data which 
is unaffected by the postage franking transaction and a 
second subset of the datav which is subject to change during 
the postage franking transaction; 



an output for providing a representation representing the 
first subset of the data and tlje second subset of the data, 
the representation being partitioned into a first part and 
a second part thereof, the first \ubset of the data and the 
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second \ subset of the data being represented by the first 
part andVthe second part, respectively. 



20. (Twice\ Amended) Apparatus for conducting postage franking 
transaction, \the apparatus comprising: 



A 



a processor 5pr processing a plurality of data elements; 

an output for ^nerating at least a first symbol and a second 
symbol representing the data elements, at least part of the 
first symbol representing a first subset of the data 
elements which \s unaffected by the postage franking 
transaction, and ^t least part of the second symbol 
representing a second, subset of the data elements which is 
subject to change durifio the postage franking transaction. 



26. (Twice Amended)\ Apparatus for generating a postage indicium 
based on at least firist data, the first data being a function of 
second data, the apparatus comprising: 
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a processor for determining at least one candidate for the 
first data based on a Wedicted version of the second data; 



a comparator for comparing \an actual version of the second 
data with the predicted version thereof; 



an output for generating the pVstage indicium based on the 
candidate for the first data^ when the actual version 
matches the predicted version. 



34. \Twice Amended) Apparatus for creating a postage indicium 
representing a plurality of data elements, and at least one code 
for authenticating selected ones of the data elements, the 
apparatus co^jrislng: 



an interface fts^r receiving a request for creating the postage 
indicium; 

a processor for performing computations to generated the code, 
selected ones of \he computations being performed before 
the request is receded, the code being generated based on 
results of the selecu^d computations after the request is 
received. 



Please add the following claim(s; 



89. \rhe apparatus of claim l,^^^herei^^^Jaid^ includes a 

printe\ for printing said representation up^orT^^nailpiece . 



90. The ajjparatus of claim 89, further comprising the 
mailpiece . 



91. The apparatuk of claim 1, further comprising a mailpiece 
having said, represerltation thereon. 



92. The apparatus of N^aim 7, where^^n^^^^^a^ ^o ut^ut includes a 
printer for printing said representation upon a mailpiece. 
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93 A The apparatus of claim 92, further comprising the 
maiipiece. 



^ 94, The\ apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a mailpiece 
having sard representation thereon. 



95. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein said output includes a 
printer for printing said representation upon a mailpiece. 



96. The apparatus\^ of claim 95, further comprising the 
mailpiece . 



j\ Y? 97. The apparatus of ciaim 13, further comprising a mailpiece 
^ having said representatiom thereon . 



<^ 98. The apparatus of claim 2\, further comprising the mailpiece 
having said symbols thereon. 



99. The apparatus of claim 20, i^urther comprising a mailpiece 
having said symbols thereon. 



100. The apparatus of claim 26, furtl\er comprising a mailpiece 
having said indicium thereon. 
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101. The apparatus of claim 26, wherein said output includes a 
pririter for printing said indicium upon a mailpiece* 

102. The \ apparatus of claim 101, further comprising the 
mailpiece A 

103. Tnte apparatus of claim 34, further comprising a mailpiece 
having sWd indicium thereon. 

104. The apfia^atus of claim 34, further comprising a printer for 
printing sai^indicium upon a mailpiece. 

105. The appar^us of claim 104, further comprising the 
mailpiece. \ 



l\6. The apparatus of claim 40, further comprising a medium 
havdng said symbol thereon. 

REMARKS 



A marked-up version of the rewritten claims is attached hereto. 

The printer has been deleted from the independent claims. It is 
now in added dependent claims. 

Claim 1 recites the ordering of the postal data elements with a 
first one of the elements being a function of a second one of 
the elements. Claim 7 recites the independence of the elements 
and an ordering. Claim 13 recites a first subset which is 



